Da’wah

Allah says in the Qur’an, 


Ye are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind, enjoining what is right, 

forbidding what is wrong, and believing in Allah. 

If only the People of the Book had faith, it was best for them: 

among them are some who have faith, but most of them are perverted transgressors.

[Surah Imran : 110]

We are given a honor.. with honor comes responsiblity. For example, in a school... a principal have more honor than the teacher...and a teacher have more honor than student... this is so because a principal have more responsiblities than the teacher, and teacher having more responsibilities than the students.

So Allah call us Muslims as the best of people, like wise we too have a responsibility...

Allah call us the "Khaira ummati" (best ummat) because we Enjoining what is good, forbidding what is wrong and believing in Allah. If we don't enjoin good and forbid wrong, then we are not fit to be called "Khaira ummati."

Surah Taubah, is a very unique chapter of the Qur'an...It’s the only surah in the Qur'an that does not start with the prefixed formula 'Bismillah'. All the other 113 chapters of the Qur'an starts with 'Bismillah'.

Why? Because in this Surah, Allah is giving all of us a warning. So when He's giving a warning, 'Bismillah' is un-call for.

For example, you're walking in the street with your wife or your sister... then suddenly someone comes snatching the handbag of your wife.. naturally we will to catch the thief. So when we get hold of him, do we say 'Bismillah' or Assalamu alaikum? 
No, we will say, hey mister, give the handbag or I'll break your arm... or hey mister, give the handbag back or I'll kill you. So you directly get to the subject.

Similarly, in Surah Taubah when Allah is giving warning to the Mushrik, the pagans of makkah, 'Bismillah' is un-call for.

From giving warning to the mushrik, Allah now turns his warning to the Muslims in verse 24.
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Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, 
your mates, or your kindred; the wealth that ye have gained; 
the commerce in which ye fear a decline: or the dwellings in which ye delight – 
are dearer to you than Allah, or His Apostle, or the striving in His cause;- 
then wait until Allah brings about His decision: and God guides not the rebellious.

[Surah Taubah :24]

So from the previous verse, Allah is giving Muslims a warning. If we put these 8 things (fathers, sons, brothers, spouses, relatives, wealth, trade and dwellings) before these 3 thing (Allah, His Rasul and striving in His way), then Allah ask us to ‘wait’.

What does Allah mean by saying wait? For example, in a school a senior student tries bullying a junior student. The junior student tells the senior student, you wait I tell my brother.... And his brother is the biggest bully in that school. The junior student is actually warning the senior student that you take heed or you'll be taught a lesson when he said 'you wait'.

Like wise Allah is also giving Muslims a warning. You better take heed or destruction will come upon you.

In Surah Muhammad verse 38,
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Behold! You are those who are called to spend in the Cause of Allâh, yet among you are some who are niggardly. And whoever is niggardly, it is only at the expense of his ownself. But Allâh is Rich (Free of all wants), and you (mankind) are poor. And if you turn away (from Islâm and the obedience of Allâh), He will exchange you for some other people, and they will not be your likes.
Allah says if a person doesn't spend in the way of Allah, then He'll replace them with another people and they won't be like them.

So the holy Qur'an is hence saying, if the people who are given this responsiblity don’t do this job, then Allah will replace them with another people.

What Allah means by replacing people with another... Qur'an tells us of such history...

Allah chose the Jews to deliver His message. But these people were too proud.
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The likeness of those who were entrusted with the (obligation of the) Taurât (Torah) (i.e. to obey its commandments and to practise its legal laws), but who subsequently failed in those (obligations), is as the likeness of a donkey who carries huge burdens of books (but understands nothing from them). How bad is the example (or the likeness) of people who deny the Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, signs, revelations, etc.) of Allâh. And Allâh guides not the people who are Zâlimûn (polytheists, wrong-doers, disbelievers, etc.).

[Surah Jumu’ah : 5]

When they were asked to deliver the law of Musa, they did not do it. Its likeness is a donkey carrying the books, yet it understands not.

The Jews looked down upon the Arab. They felt that the Arabs were too ignorant. If you look into history, the invaders did not even want to invade the Arabs, because they felt they were too ignorant.

So what happened? Since the Jews didn't do the work, Allah replaced them with the people whom the Jews looked down upon.

So Allah replaced them with the most ignorant people, the Arabs. Allah then chose the Arabs to whom He delivered His message. He made these Arabs Muslims and hence the 'Khaira ummat'.

So if we don't do this work, we'll be substituted. For example if we look into History... We Muslims rule spain for 800 years. But we didn't do the job, dawah. Allah then subtituted the Muslims in Spain with the crusaders. And hence, there was not even a single person who can give adhaan. Why? Because they didn't do the job and they were wiped out. They didn't deliver the message. If you don't do the job, Allah will replace you.

